
Overview 

The data contained in this publication was gathered from the 

2010 Agricultural Resource Management Survey (ARMS). In 

addition to this publication by the National Agricultural Statistics 

Service, the survey data will be used by the Economic Research 

Service to publish reports on the impacts of changing expenses, 

production decisions, and government policies on the agricultural 

economy. 

 

The ARMS covers the population of farms defined as 

“establishments which sold or normally would have sold at least 

$1,000 of agricultural production during the previous year.” 

These establishments include traditional agricultural operations, 

such as crop and livestock farms, and specialty operations, such 

as orchards, nurseries, and aquaculture facilities. 

 

Wisconsin Total Expenditures Decline  

Wisconsin farm production expenditures totaled $8.61 billion in 

2010, compared with $8.98 billion in 2009. For the second year 

in a row the majority of expenditure categories showed a de-

crease from the previous year. The only categories to show an 

increase were: livestock, poultry & related expenses, feed, rent, 

interest, taxes, and seeds & plants. 

 

There were four expenditure categories that decreased 12 percent 

or more. Farm improvements & construction led with the largest 

decline of 31 percent, followed closely by trucks & autos at a 29 

percent decline. Labor expenditure declined 13 percent and agri-

cultural chemicals declined 12%.  

 

The top three categories, representing 39 percent of the total farm 

production expenditures, were feed, 15 percent; farm services, 15 

percent; and labor, 9 percent. 

 

Expenditures per Wisconsin farm averaged $110,385 in 2010, 

compared with $115,128 in 2009. The average Wisconsin farm 

spent $17,051 on feed, $16,154 on farm services, and $10,000 on 

labor. 

 

The top three average expenditures with the largest dollar in-

crease were Livestock, poultry & related expenses and rent each 

up $385, and taxes up $384. 
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2010 Farm Production Expenditures 

Midwest States Total Expenditures Decline 

The Midwest was the farm production region contributing the 

most to total 2010 U.S. farm production expenditures, with $87.7 

billion in expenditures, 30  percent of the U.S. total. States in-

cluded in the Midwest category are: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 

Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin. The states 

printed in italics are among the top 15 leading cash receipts states 

in the nation. 

 

Iowa is the Midwest state contributing the largest portion to the 

region’s expenditure total at 24.7 percent. In contrast, Wisconsin 

contributes 9.8 percent of the Midwest region total production 

expenditures.  

 

Expenditures for a Midwestern farm averaged $139,809 in 2010, 

compared with $140,456 in 2009. The top five Midwestern farm 

expenditures per farm for 2010 were $19,314 on rent, $17,815 on 

feed, $14,306 on fertilizer, lime & soil conditioner, $13,573 on 

farm services, and $11,882 on seeds and plants.  

 

United States Total Expenditures Edge Up 

U.S. farm production expenditures totaled $289 billion in 2010, 

up 1 percent from the 2009 total of $287 billion. This is in con-

trast to a fall of 6 percent for 2009 total expenditures when com-

pared to 2008. The four largest expenditures at the U.S. level 

totaled $134.4 billion and accounted for 46.5 percent of Total 

Expenditures in 2010. They were feed, 15.7 percent; farm ser-

vices, 12.4 percent; labor, 9.5 percent; and rent 9 percent.  

 

Expenditures per U.S. farm averaged $131,793 in 2010, com-

pared with $131,137 in 2009. On average, American farms spent 

$20,705 on feed, $16,281 on farm services, $12,496 on labor, 

$11,812 on rent, and $11,128 on livestock, poultry & related ex-

penses. 

 

 

The complete Farm Production Expenditures report is available 

online at: http://www.nass.usda.gov. 

 

Economic Research Service reports related to previous ARMS 

data are available online at: http://www.ers.usda.gov/Briefing/

ARMS/ 
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FARM PRODUCTION EXPENDITURES

Wisconsin 

Expenditure - farm share Average per farm 3/ Total expenditures

2009 2010 2009 2010

Dollars Million dollars

Total farm production expenditures 4/ 115,128 110,385 8,980 8,610

Livestock, poultry & related expenses 5/ 4,359 4,744 340 370

Feed 16,795 17,051 1,310 1,330

Farm services 6/ 16,282 16,154 1,270 1,260

Rent 7/ 5,256 5,641 410 440

Agricultural chemicals 8/ 3,333 2,949 260 230

Fertilizer, lime & soil conditioners 8/ 7,436 7,179 580 560

Interest 5,897 6,026 460 470

Taxes (real estate & property) 4,872 5,256 380 410

Labor 11,538 10,000 900 780

Fuels 5,385 5,256 420 410

Farm supplies & repairs 9/ 8,846 8,718 690 680

Farm improvements & construction 10/ 9,487 6,538 740 510

Tractors & self-propelled farm machinery 4,359 3,974 340 310

Other farm machinery 2,949 2,821 230 220

Seeds & plants 11/ 6,410 6,795 500 530

Trucks & autos 1,795 1,282 140 100

Misc Capital Expenses 12/ 128 (X) 10 (Z)

(X) Not Applicable. (Z) Less than half of the unit shown. See footnotes on back page

Source:USDA, NASS, WI FO



The Wisconsin Field Office would like to thank all participants in the 
Agricultural Resource Management surveys. Their help made this 
publication possible. 

 
 
 
 

Robert J. Battaglia 
Director 

FARM PRODUCTION EXPENDITURES

Midwest Region 1/ United States 2/ Percent of Total Farm Outlay

Expenditure - farm share Average per farm 3/ Total expenditures Average per farm 3/ Total expenditures

2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010

Dollars Million dollars Dollars Million dollars

Total farm production expenditures 4/ 140,456 139,809 88,010 87,660 131,137 131,793 287,400 288,990

Livestock, poultry & related expenses 5/ 10,214 9,219 6,400 5,780 11,818 11,128 25,900 24,400

Feed 18,050 17,815 11,310 11,170 20,533 20,705 45,000 45,400

Farm services 6/ 14,252 13,573 8,930 8,510 16,609 16,281 36,400 35,700

Rent 7/ 17,204 19,314 10,780 12,110 10,312 11,812 22,600 25,900

Agricultural chemicals 8/ 6,017 5,359 3,770 3,360 5,247 4,834 11,500 10,600

Fertilizer, lime & soil conditioners 8/ 13,661 14,306 8,560 8,970 9,171 9,577 20,100 21,000

Interest 5,953 5,502 3,730 3,450 5,019 4,652 11,000 10,200

Taxes (real estate & property) 5,219 5,343 3,270 3,350 4,745 4,925 10,400 10,800

Labor 7,501 6,715 4,700 4,210 13,141 12,496 28,800 27,400

Fuels 6,208 5,997 3,890 3,760 5,658 5,883 12,400 12,900

Farm supplies & repairs 9/ 7,325 7,544 4,590 4,730 7,072 7,251 15,500 15,900

Farm improvements & construction 10/ 7,150 6,348 4,480 3,980 6,434 5,746 14,100 12,600

Tractors & self-propelled farm machinery 5,362 6,204 3,360 3,890 4,243 4,971 9,300 10,900

Other farm machinery 3,080 3,190 1,930 2,000 2,145 2,280 4,700 5,000

Seeds & plants 11/ 11,459 11,882 7,180 7,450 7,072 7,434 15,500 16,300

Trucks & autos 1,708 1,419 1,070 890 1,825 1,733 4,000 3,800

Misc Capital Expenses 12/ 96 80 60 50 91 87 200 190
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1/Midwest includes Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio and Wisconsin. 2/Excludes Alaska and Hawaii. 3/Total expenditures divided by 
total number of farms. Items may not sum to total due to rounding. 4/Includes landlord and contractor share of farm production expenses. 5/Includes purchases 
and leasing of livestock and poultry. 6/Includes all crop custom work, veterinary custom services, transportation costs, marketing charges, insurance, leasing of 
machinery and equipment, general and miscellaneous business expenses, and utilities. 7/Includes public and private grazing fees. 8/Includes material and appli-
cation costs. 9/Includes bedding/litter, marketing containers, power farm shop equipment, oils and lubricants, temporary fencing, miscellaneous non-capital 
equipment and supplies, repairs and maintenance of equipment not depreciated and other small, non-capital equipment.10/Includes all expenditures related to 
new construction or repairs of buildings, fences, operator dwelling (if owned by operation), and any improvements to physical structures of the land. 11/Excludes 
bedding plants, nursery stock, and seed purchased for resale. Includes seed treatment. 12/ Includes any capital expense not recorded in specific items on the 
questionnaire. It was estimated for the first time in 2005. Due to the small size of this expense, a zero  in this line-item denotes less than 5 million dollars. Aver-
age value derived from expenditure rounding to zero will also be zero.  Source: USDA, NASS, WI FO 


